
Year 2 Curriculum Overview 2023 2024

This document outlines the order of the teaching sequence. Refer to individual subject plans for more detail.

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

English

Core Text: The
Pirates Next Door

Outcomes:
Character
Description of
Pirate

Recount of trip -
Golden Hind

Core Text:
Voices in the park

Outcomes:
Re telling

Re write in the
style of ‘Voices in
the Park’
Linked text:

Gorillas

Core Texts:
Narrative Bob Cox:
Wizard of Oz

Poetry Bob Cox
Unit:
Green Eyed Catcher
– Cat!
Eleanor Farjeon

Core Text:
George’s
Marvellous
Medicine

Outcomes:
Instructions -
Potions

Narrative - Write
the next chapter
from chapter 7

Core Text: The
Twits

Outcomes:
Character
Descriptions - Mr
and Mrs Twit

Diary entry in
role - Mr or Mrs
Twit

Core Text: The
Ghanaian
Goldilocks

Outcomes:
Setting
description of
alternative
setting

Retelling of story
in alternative
setting

Linked text:
Goldilocks
(traditional)

Grammar
Explicitly taught

- Capital letters
-punctuating
sentences
-recognising and
writing sentences
-conjunctions
-commas in a list
recognising nouns
-writing nouns

-recognising
adjectives
-writing adjectives
-commas to
separate adjectives
-recognising noun
phrases
-writing noun
phrases

-recognising expanded
noun phrases
- writing expanded
noun phrases
-recognising verbs
-writing verbs
-recognising adverbs
- writing adverbs

-conjunctions
because and that
-exclamations
-commands
-identifying
sentence types
-apostrophes-
contractions

-past tense
-past progressive
tense
-present tense
-present

progressive tense

Consolidation of

Year 2 Grammar

curriculum



-conjunctions when and
if

- apostrophes-
possessions

Spelling – Y2 to
6

Explicitly taught

Revisit
Phase 5 GPCs as
required by pupils
Homophones
Introduce Year 2
homophones when
relevant. (Example
homophones:
see/sea, be/bee
blue/
blew, bear/bare,
flour/flower,
hear/here, whole/
hole, one/won,
sun/son, no/know,
night/knight,
to/too/two)
Year 2 phonics
• The sound /d /
spelt ‘-ge’ and
‘-dge’
at the end of
words, and
sometimes
spelt as ‘g’
elsewhere in words
before
‘e’, ‘i’ and ‘y’.
• The /s/ sound
spelt ‘c’ before ‘e’,
‘i’
and ‘y’
• The /n/ sound
spelt ‘kn’ and (less
often)

Strategies at the
point of writing
Teach, practise and
apply spelling
strategies at the
point of writing
using Have a Go
strategies:
• Segmentation
• Using a GPC chart
• Using spelling
journals, word
banks, the
environment, a
working
wall.
• Word sort
• Which one looks
right?
Proofreading
After writing, teach
pupils to:
• Use a reliable
source (word bank,
environmental
print) to check
their
spelling at the
proofreading stage.
• Check writing for
mistakes in
common
exception/tricky
words.

Revisit
The /l/ or /əl/ sound
spelt ‘-le’ at the end of
words
Homophones and near
homophones
quite/quiet,
night/knight,
new/knew,
not/knot,
they’re/there/their and
others as
relevant
Apostrophe
The possessive
apostrophe (singular
nouns) Apostrophe for
contractions (can’t,
didn’t, hasn’t, it’s,
couldn’t, I’ll, they’re)
Year 2 phonics
The /a / sound spelt ‘y’
at the end of words
The /i:/ sound spelt
‘-ey’
The /r/ sound spelt
‘-wr’ at the beginning of
words
The / / sound spelt ‘a’
after ‘w’ and ‘qu’
The sound / / spelt ‘s’
Common exception
words
Examples include: most,
only, both, could,

Strategies at the
point of writing
• Have a go
• Using the
working wall to
find correct
spellings of high
frequency and
common
exception words
• Using an
alphabetically
ordered
word bank
Proofreading:
After writing,
teach pupils to:
• Use a reliable
source (word
bank,
environmental
print) to check
their
spelling at the
proofreading
stage.
• Check writing for
mistakes in
common
exception / tricky
words.
• Use dictionary
skills
Ensure that
guidance on
marking is used to

Revisit
The possessive
apostrophe
(singular nouns)
Homophones
Revision of all
homophones
taught so far
Apostrophe
The possessive
apostrophe
(singular nouns)
Year 2 phonics
The /l/ or /əl/
sound spelt ‘-el’ at
the end of
words
The /l/ or /əl/
sound spelt ‘-al’ at
the end of
words
The /l/ or /əl/
sound spelt ‘-il’ at
the end of
words (unusual
spelling)
The / :/ sound
spelt ‘a’ before ‘l’
and ‘ll’
The / :/ sound
spelt ‘ar’ after ‘w’
The / / sound spelt
‘o’
The / :/ sound
spelt ‘or’ after ‘w’

Strategies at the
point of writing
Teach, practise and
apply spelling
strategies at the
point of writing
using
Have a Go
strategies
• Introduce
individual Have a
Go sheets
if not established
already
• Teach using
analogy to spell a
word
you don’t know
Proofreading
After writing,
secure routines for
proofreading:
• Use a reliable
source (word
bank,
environmental
print and
dictionary)
to check their
spelling at the
proofreading
stage.
• Check writing for
mistakes in
common



‘gn’ at the
beginning of words
Common exception
words
/a / sound spelt ‘i’
in common
exception words:
find, kind, mind,
behind, child
(children), wild,
climb as well as
others as
needed by pupils.

• Ensure that
guidance on
marking is
used to support
children’s
proofreading.
Learning and
practising spellings
Teach children how
to learn and
practise spell-
ings including
words taught in
new knowledge,
common exception
or tricky words and
individual target
words.
• Identify the tricky
part of the word
• Segmentation
strategy
• Look, Say, Cover,
Write, Check
• Rainbow write
• Saying the word
in a funny way

would, should, move,
prove, improve and
others as needed by
pupils
Suffixes
Adding endings ‘-ing-,
‘-ed’, ‘-er’, ‘-est’, ‘-y’ to
words ending in ‘e’ with
a consonant before it
Adding ‘-ing-, ‘-ed’, ‘-er’,
‘-est’ and ‘-y’ to words
of one syllable ending
in a single consonant
letter after a single
vowel letter
Adding ‘-es’ to nouns
and verbs ending in ‘y’
The suffixes ‘-ful’ ,
‘-less’ and ‘-ly’
Words ending in ‘-tion’

support pupils’
proofreading.
Learning and
Practising
spellings
• If not already
introduced,
introduce
the use of spelling
journals.
• Focus on
learning of
knowledge
and patterns
taught this term
Remind pupils of
the following
strategies:
• Segmentation
• Look, Say, Cover,
Write, Check
• Using
mnemonics
• Saying the word
in a funny way

Common
exception words
All Year 2 words
not taught so far
Suffixes
Adding endings
‘-ing’, ‘-ed’, ‘-er’,
and ‘-est’ to
words ending in ‘y’
The suffixes
‘-ment’, ‘-ness’,

exception or tricky
words.
• Ensure that
guidance on
marking is
used to support
pupils’
proofreading.
Learning and
practising
spellings
• Secure learning
routines with
resources,
for example
spelling journals or
environmental
print.
Remind pupils of
the following
strategies:
• Writing in the air
• Tracing over the
word
• Rainbow writing
• Look, say, cover,
write, check

Maths
Number – Place Value x 4 weeks

Addition and Subtraction x 5 weeks,
Geometry: Shape x 3 weeks

Consolidation

Measurement: Money x 2 weeks,
Number: Multiplication and Division x 5

weeks,
Measurement: Length and Height x 2

weeks,
Mass, Capacity and Temperature x 3

weeks

Number: Fractions x 3 weeks
Measurement: Time x 3 weeks

Statistics x 2 weeks
Geometry: Position and Direction x 2

weeks
Consolidation

Science

Animal needs for
survival

Materials Plants (light and dark) Living things and
their habitats

Plants (bulbs and
seeds)

Plants (bulbs and
seeds)



Sustainability
focus in green

Humans
Plastic Living things and their

habitats
Light and Dark

Consolidation
Growing Up

Growing Up

Wildlife

Consolidation

History
Local History

How was school
different in the

past?

Event Beyond Living

How did we learn to
fly?

Lives of significant
individuals

What is a
monarch?

Geography Map skills x 1
week

Continents and
oceans x 6 weeks

Hot and cold
places

Fieldwork x 1
week

Mugarameno
Village, Zambia

x 6 weeks

PE
Real PE- Unit 1-
Personal
Coordination-
footwork
Static Balance-
one leg
Gym

Real PE- Unit 2-
Social
Dynamic Balance
to Agility- Jumping
and landing
Static
Balance-seated
OAA

Real PE- Unit 3-
Cognitive
Dynamic Balance- on
the line

Static Balance- stance

Dance- The Seasons

Real PE- Unit 4-
Creative
Coordination-
Ball skills
Counter
Balance- with a
partner
Ball skills feet

Real PE- Unit 5-
Physical
Coordination-
sending and
receiving
Agility-
Reaction/response
Ball skills Hands

Real PE- Unit 6-
Health and
Fitness
Agility- Ball
chasing
Static Balance-
floor work
Athletics

Computing
Computing systems

and networks

What is a
computer?

1 digital online
safety lesson

Lesson 1

Programming 1

Algorithms and
debugging

1 digital online
safety lesson

Lesson 2
How do I keep my
things safe online?

Computing systems and
networks 2

Word processing

Programming 2

Scratch Junior

1 digital online
safety lesson

Lesson 3
Who should I ask?

Creating media

Stop motion

1 digital online
safety lesson

Lesson 4
It’s my choice

Data handling

International
Space Station

1 digital online
safety lesson

Lesson 5
Is it true?



What happens
when I post online?

Art

Art 5 week unit

Exploring the world
through mono print

Art x 2 weeks cont’d
Aut 2

Explore and draw
Nautical theme

Art x 3 weeks cont’d

Explore and draw
Nautical theme

Art x 5 weeks

Music and Art

Art x 2 weeks cont’d
Sum 1

Be an Architect

Art x 3 weeks

Be an Architect

Art x 7 weeks

Expressive painting

DT DT 4 x weeks

Textiles
Pouches

DT 4 x weeks

Cooking &
Nutrition

Balanced Diet

DT 4 x weeks

Mechanisms
Ferris Wheel

RE
Hinduism 1

Diwali
Celebrations

This unit includes
a visit to a local
church for a
Christmas
workshop

Christianity 4
A Local Church

This unit includes a
visit to a local church
– different to previous

visit

Islam 3
Ramadan and Eid

ul Fitr 

Buddhism 1
The Buddha

Judaism 1
Shabbat – A day

of rest

French Les couleurs et
les nombres

2S

Les couleurs et
les nombres

2T

Les salutations
(greetings)

2S

Les salutations
(greetings)

2T

Les transport
2S

Les transport
2T

Jigsaw/PHSE Being Me Celebrating
Differences

Dreams & Goals Healthy Me Relationships Changing Me

Music

Ourselves
(Weeks 1 - 3)

Focus: Exploring
sounds

Toys (Weeks 4 - 6)
Focus: Beat

Our Land

(Weeks 1 - 3)

Focus: Exploring
sounds

Our Bodies

(Weeks 4 - 6)

Focus: Beat

Animals (Weeks 1 - 3)

Focus: Pitch

Number (Weeks 4 - 6)

Focus: Beat

Storytime

(Weeks 1 - 3)

Focus: Exploring
sounds

Seasons

(Weeks 4 - 6)

Focus: Pitch

Ocarina

SG to write a curriculum


